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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, November 2, 2000 
The House met at 6 p.m. 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
This evening as we gather, Lord God, 

we remember all those who gave us 
life. We remember those who enrich 
the life of this Nation with love and 
dedication, generosity and compassion. 
We recall the Members of this House 
and the dear members of family and 
friendship who have gone the way of all 
life on Earth. 

May those who have preceded us in 
the ways of faith be rewarded for their 
just deeds and the lively peace and joy 
they brought to this world. 

As we reflect upon those whose mem-
ory moves us this evening, especially 
those who have died during the 106th 
Congress, we seek the consolation You 
alone can give and the insight born of 
faith. 

Renewed in the bonds that unite us 
forever, grant us wisdom in the midst 
of present difficulties and the bright 
promise of a just reward on that day 
when all come to rejoice in You who 
live now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. NORWOOD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.J. Res. 123 and that I may 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THORNBERRY). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2001 
Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

pursuant to the provisions of House 
Resolution 662, I call up the joint reso-
lution (H.J. Res. 123) making further 
continuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year 2001, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of House Joint Resolution 
123 is as follows: 

H.J. RES. 123 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Public Law 106–275, 
is further amended by striking the date spec-
ified in section 106(c) and inserting ‘‘Novem-
ber 3, 2000’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 662, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. YOUNG). 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume merely to point out that this is a 
1-day continuing resolution. In addi-
tion to having this resolution before 
the House, after the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) makes his open-
ing statement, I will be asking unani-
mous consent to consider an amend-
ment that I have at the desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 10 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I suppose there is vir-
tually no reason for anyone to say any-
thing, given what the reality is around 
here. But I would, nonetheless, like to 
make a few observations about why we 
are going through this surreal exercise 
this week, this evening, tomorrow and 
for God knows how long. 

We were told at the beginning of the 
year by the majority party leadership 
that they were going to restore regular 
order to the House. Then this House 
proceeded to pass a phony budget reso-
lution and a series of phony appropria-
tion bills which pretended to fit within 
that budget resolution. 

It did that, not because of any fault 
of any of the majority members of the 
Committee on Appropriations; we did 
it because they, in fact, had no choice 
but to proceed under that phony budg-
et resolution. 

The result is that, for 10 months, this 
House pretended to the public that it 

was going to spend about $40 billion 
less than virtually everyone in this 
House on both sides of the aisle knew 
we would in the end wind up spending. 

The purpose of passing those fraudu-
lently shrunken appropriation bills was 
to open up enough room in that phony 
budget so that the majority leadership 
could pretend that there was enough 
room in that budget for the huge tax 
cuts which they then proceeded to 
pass, the majority of benefits which 
went to those in our society who make 
$300,000 a year or more. 

The leadership of the majority 
preached bipartisanship; but in fact, 
they blocked bipartisan majorities 
from passing the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights. They held the minimum wage 
hostage to tax benefits that were nine 
times as large as the benefits afforded 
to workers under those minimum wage 
increases. They even refused to reform 
the so-called Freedom to Farm Act, 
which is the single biggest failure of 
farm policy in this country since the 
days of Ezra Taft Benson, and that is 
going some. 

Lastly, the leadership of the major-
ity party blocked a bipartisan con-
ference on the Labor, Health and Edu-
cation bill that would have taken us a 
long way toward reducing class size, 
strengthening teacher training, pro-
viding larger Pell Grants for struggling 
middle-income families trying to send 
their kids to college, providing us some 
5,000 additional after-school learning 
centers for kids so that they do not 
have to go home at night to an empty 
house because both parents are work-
ing outside the home. 

Since that bill was blown up, it has 
been apparently the goal of the major-
ity party leadership to leave without 
ever bringing to a vote that bipartisan 
conference report. 

Apparently the majority caucus is 
split. I am told by a number of you 
that, if this bill goes into a lame-duck 
session, that there are a good number 
of our friends on the majority side who 
would like to scale back significantly 
the size of those education and other 
increases in that Labor-Health-Edu-
cation bill. 

In my judgment as someone who has 
served here for over 30 years, the cha-
otic results of the policy pursued by 
the leadership left us at the end of the 
fiscal year with only two of the 13 ap-
propriation bills that were supposed to 
be passed actually being finished by 
the House and the Senate. The House 
passed all 13 of its appropriation bills, 
but the Senate did not. 
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